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I have been fishing in Saginaw Bay since
1874. Is now figshing at Heisterman Island.
I have fished off that island 9 years. Be-
fore that I fished around Point Lookout ani.
the Charity Islands. I have fighed :11\.
around the bay. Pound nets are the only
shing that have been fished in the bay (ex-
cept fykes).

A few hoop nets are fished, They fish
probably 150 fyke nets around the shore in
the bay. They have been fishing them for
this last 8 or 10 years, but never used to
fish them, (They are fished by men from
here mostly, but I think some of the men

come from Lake Erie?) The fyke net does
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not cateh many yellow pickerel. It takes
mostly perch and such figsh as that. They
are fished mostly in the bayous and such
places as the Middle grounds. They will
set in from 3 to 8 feet. The hoop is 4 or
5 feet arouni. They fish them early in the
fall along about the first of October and in
November. They fish them the most in the
winter, They just osut & hole in the ice to
get at them, They eateh quite a number of
fish, I used to fish them myself., They
eatch rock bass, sunfish, pike, and fish
that go in the harbor for the winter. They
do not catch many herring. They cateh bull-
heads and a few mud bass.

They have not used any seines here to
amount to anything for sbout 12 or 15 years.,
They used them then (previously)all along
the shore of the bay. They used to use

them on the outside of the point here, and



would emstech a good many whitefigh. They
used te use them up towards the mouth of the
river, and in the river, The water here is
shout 3 feet shallower than when I began
fishing. They use to seine at Creen's
Point about 5 miles west of Point Aux Creis.
BUthen Point Aux Greis and Pine River. All

tlivse places used to be good seining grounds

- but they have not seined there for 10 or 12

years. They gave up the seines on acscount
of 4riving stakes for téap nets. They would
not take their stakes out, and would fill
their seining prounis full of stakes, and I
guess they ecan fish the trap nets cheaper
than the seines, for the trap net is always
fishing and the seine only when the men are
at work, Refore they got the traps in Sag-
inaw Bay they used to fish chiefly with

seines. They would get in the seines,

whitefigh from 3 to 10 1bs., all shallow wa-



ter whitefish, They would seine for them
in the spring. Never seined in the fall
as it would not pay. The whitefish would
not come up here at all late. Ve do not._?&ﬁ'
cateh any spawning whitefish in this bay.
I have fished on the Charity Islands and it
wag very seldom we would find one ripe
enough to spawn. Ve always pulled out
about November 15 there. s
They do a little spearing about here, but
it does not amount to mmach. Years ago
there were quite a few men went out on the
ice, about 300 men; and I d4c not believe
they caught 3 tons of pickerel, They would
be from 2 1bs. up to 7; all big fish.
There is no hook and line commercial
fishing except there are catfish lines set
in the spring, but it hardly pays them to
fish, They set long lines and put hooks

every 7 or 8 feet. I used to set about
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1,500 hooks, Would get nothing much but
catfish, and occasionally a perch or pick-.
erel, but not many. P

Pickerel, when we fish here in the upr1a5;7?
have all spawned. I never begin driving
stakes until about the 15th of April. Ve
begin to put the twine in the first of May,
but do not get any fish as they have not
come down yet from above. It takes me
£ 1-2 months to set all my twine. I do my
driving before I set any twine.

June is our hest month for spring fish-
ing, and up to the first of July. Ve get
pickerel, herring and whitefish in the
spring. Some years we catch as many herring
in the spring as in the fall. We get a
number of whitefish early in the spring if
we have good clear weather, When there are
lots of freshets there are no whitefish come

in the bay here, as the water is too dirty.



In the fall we begin to fish again about
the first of September and expect to pull
out about November 10, &nd are all out by
November 15, We do not fish later because
we are afraid of getting caught in the ice.
I lost one net last fall.,

My deepest pot is 21 feet. I cross the
inside channel and then came on the bars,

I set 6 nets inside the bar, VWhere I am
it takes 6 nets to reach 20 feet of water.
I begin to set the leaders about 10 feet
from shore. The inside pot would be in
about 13 feet. I have 5 pots in a mile.
I have gaps between them to allow boats to
go through. Boats drawing 8 or 9 feet of
water come in there. I drive one pot at
the end of the lead and reverse on the othen
and leave a gap 10 or 12 rods wide. We
have a pot on easch end of the lead where

there is a gap. Do not put any lights on



them.

There are as many pounds in Saginaw Bay
as ever, and more I think.

We do not figh in the summer because the
water is too shallow and gets too wamrm,
About July 15 the water is poison to fish
and they have got to get out.

I meke the pots 28 and 32 feet square,
The leaders are 75 and 80 rods.

If you have a bar where it is shallower
at one end than the other the fish will
sometimes lead toward the shallow water.
Sometimes the inside pot on & doudble leader
will sateh more fish than the other. The
fish lead inshore in the fall, and they do
in the spring when they come ashore to spawn.
I have seen mets in 5 feet of water and they
would get them so full you eould hardly 1lift
them, and the outside nets would hardly have

fish enough to eat,. That would be pickerel
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and at the head of the hay. R
Ve do not get man& spawning pickerel here

At the head of the bay they are all through

fishing when we begin. But for the last 10

years they do not get many spawning pickerel

in Saginaw Bay. The seasons are more .tornvﬂﬁ

than they used to bde. A few years ago we
would have but one blow in a season, both
spring and fall, and now it blows about all
the time. The worst time in the spring is

generally for 2 or 3 weseks after the ice goes

out, and in the fall November is the worst

PR

month, I tplnk the shallowing of the water
hurts thff;;;hing. The water is 3 feet
shallower than it was when I came here, On
the bar outgide on this reef we used to get
12 feet of water and now you hardly get 9

feet in the same place.

Ve make the mesh of the leader 6 inch and P

the tumel and heart 4 and 5 and the erid
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2 1-2, They have always been that size.
Mo:t of the fishing now is herring fishing
eand they have to have a small mesh, Some
use 2 inch mesh in the pots. I do not
catch 2 figh a year fast in the leaders.
Yhen 8 net is arranged in a certain way the
figh will gill all over, If you go to work
and set the nets right against the fish they
would all gill. You want to set it at an
angle. Very few herring gill in the pot.

I do not get any herring too small to J‘w ‘
dress in the fall. They run probably 2 to
a 1lb, I do not eateh any m]:l whitefish '/
with the herring. But where Gillinghamé:

fish they get small whitefish, and at Tawas

e s
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Point they get them. Our herring will aver ©©
age about 12 inches. What are smaller than
that will go through our 2 1-2 inch mesh.

I have seen lots of fishermen from Lake Erie

who say our herring are larger than Lake
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Erie herring. I was fishing & net last
fall with a 6 inch mesh heart and lead and
that is the one that caught the most of my
herring. They are a fish that do not try
to get through the mesh much. I do0 not
catch 1,000 less than 1 1b, pickerel in all

the season,

PR

I think a man ought not to cateh a white-
fish under 1 1b. dressed. On these grounds
the whitefish do not c¢ome inshore and all we
cateh are big whitefish. On the bars they
fish small mesh, They fish 4 inch leaders
and 3 1-2 inch heart. They catch more
whitefish up north in a week than all the
fishermen around Saginaw Bay will destroy in
2 month. The whitefish 40 not seem to stay
around Saginaw Bay.

For pickerel the smallest size should be

a44£*7pf not less than 1 1b, I think a 1b., pickerel

would be & pretty nice fish. That would
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be about 14 inches long. I think the men
ought to .ihrow back every small pickerel
they catch, and they can do it, They are
able to tell the size if they know anything
about fish, o
I think they could throw the small white-
fish out §f they tried, and were willing to
do it. It takes a little more time to do

it. One fall 4 or 5 years ago, & man

 wanted me to put him up 1l-4 bbl. of these

little whitefish, and I tried all the fall

and could not get but 2 or 3 dozen.

—

The fish we get in the pound nets are
herring, pickerel, and some whitefish, and
we get & few lake trout in the fall, but not
many. Some falls would not get 500 1lbs.

They 4o not come up as far as this.

e

We get a fow saugers here. They are in
dirty water, and when the water is dirty ve

cateh quite a few, They are a great figh

\



12

to gill, Most all we get are caught in the

twine, They run from 3-4 to 1 1-2 1bs.

We 4o not sell them except as we let them go

with the pickerel. They go about the same

as the pickerel. L
The perch generally come with the picker-

el in the spring, and I guess they upi!n

ahead of the pickerel. Ve get some big

lifts of perch sometimes, 3 or 4 tons at a

1ift of 5 nets. We also get them in the

fall again, in the last of September, and

catech them pretty thiek until it freezes up,

when they go into these rivers. They save

perch 4 ounces in weight, but out here we .

do not satch anything less than 1-2 1b,, and

lots of them will go 1 1-2 1lbs. In the

spring we get quite a good many small perch,

but we do not aéil them, and throw them away

A man could save all the small perch if he

wighed to and not gill one.
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A do not believe I caught 6 black bass all
the epring. Outside we do not set early
enough for them. Now ig the time for them,
They come in June, but I did not catch any
this spring. I used to set a net in 8 or
10 feet of water and get lots of black bass,
but I 4o not care anything about catching
them, There i3 no money in them so you
might just as well let them go. There is a
good deal of sport fishing for black bass.,
You have to wait on the sportsmen for nothing
and show them the fighing grounds.

Ve eatch lots of catfishes in the pound
nets. We have but one kind of eatfish here.
We catech the same catfish in thh pounds thnt-
they catch with hook and line.

We get & few sturgeon, and used to get
more years ago, but they fished altogether
in these bays for sturgeon to get the eggs.

They have not been doing it for this last 6
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or 7 years, but there are men now who save
s the eggs when they get them, Ve used to
get any amount of then here 15 yéarc ago,
and used to throw them away then until Sher-
man came here and bought the eggs, and he
put the fish up to 50 gents apiece, and then
up to £§100 and $1.25. The: only way to
 preserve the sturgeon would be not to catech
them, or to throw them out when you did
eatch them. It would not hurt me any for
I 4o not eatch enough to amount to anything:“’”
7”&'4M“J‘ and I would rather throw the mmall whitefish
away also,
—

The way they §ill the fish here is in the ™/~

Saginaw River in the winter, They fish

/“ﬁk trap nets all winter, and that is where the
S“"uJMWUJ?& little pickerel go for a harbor in the wint-
'%L“%w’ er., They catch 2s many as 8,000 where it

tekes 10 or 15 to make 1 1b., I used to

fish in the river myself and it was nothing
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to get a bipg trap net boat full of pickerel,

I think they made a poor law when they .
said sugkers 12 ounces, for suckeres eat the
spawn of all the other figh,

There are no pickerel at all go in the
river in the gpring any more as the water
is too dirty, They spawn all over the
shores inside the bay., The little pickerel
go up the river in the fall; and they eatch
lots of pickerel all winter that it takes 3
or 4 for a 1bh, Yhen they ecateh the most of
those little pickerel is around the holi-
days when it freezes up, and those little
fish would stay in there all winter if they
4id not eatch them, and they destroy more
fish in one year than all the trap nets do
in 20 years in the bay. They use 4 inech
mesh in the leaders in the river and 2 inch
in the pot. These little pickerel have to

be crowded end you have to wait for them or
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they will not go out of a 2 inch mesh, When
that 2 inch mesh is tarred it will only be
1l 3-4 inch, IR

Onee in & while we get & white bass here.

I have caught eels here. This spring I
caught 5 or ¢ measuring about 4 feet. I
have never seen any much less than 3 1-2
feet, They catch them about all over the
bay nnd‘ they go up the river also. I heard
they planted them here, but I do not know
if it was so, I think the eels destroy the
other figh,

We get the rock bass here and sunfisgh,

Ve get quite a few sheepshead here; and I
sold all mine last fall for 1 cent & 1lb, in
Bay City. I got some weighing about 20
ibs. We get the lawyer, Get a few grass
pike. They are generally in the little
creeks and not much in deep water. The

fyke nets catch them, There are about as
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many pike here as I have ever seon in this
bay. ¥e do not get hardly any maskinonge,
just onee in a while one.

Get lois of suckers. I think it would
be hetter to take the protection off them
and put it on the piekerel. I have opened
suckers egnd they were chuek full qf pickerel
spawn, and I have opened sturgeon amdd took
out &s much as my hat would hold of fish
spawn,

"Vie get the moon-gye. Gew & few menomi-
nee thtefiah, or what we call pilot fish.

I have seen thean 28 biz as 2 lbs. |

I think the spawn we found in the sur-
geon was pickeral spawn, We riné it in the
spring.

We do not get the blue fin or the long
Jaw here.

We catch gquite & few German oarpy now. I

caught 2 this spring, one weighing about 10

e
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and the other 15 1bs, I secured and ate

one of them and the other got away from me.

€

It tasted pretty good. Here you can get 10
or 12 eents por’lb. for them. They eat thmm
just as a curiosity. R
I 40 not believe there is one man out of ]
& thousand who would like to see fish pro-
M”{ tected better than I would, I always tell
%W my men not to save the smell fish, /I uac;él ™y
,41/":‘[; /L to fish in Saginaw River and all around me
QW M they would eatch those little pickere] and
they would get 4 cents a 1lb. for them. The
fishing for the little pickerel is carried
on all up the river from the light house up
to the hend of the river, about a mile from
the mouth of the river, The best month to
show this destruction is December or Janue

ary. They cateh those little pickerel

€

about the first iee in the river. BNenson,

A
Beutel ,Péenniman, and all of th’. buy these
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little fish., You will see lots of these
little pickerel not over 4 inches long in
with the rest of them. These fish will all
live when they get that big. They destroy
too many fish for the money they make out of
it, "~ Those men all fish outside also. Most
of them will take those little fish, and
they are the ones who 40 the kicking if they
40 not eatech them outside. It is the men
who own the grounds that get the money out of
it now and not the men who do the fishing.

I never heard of any explosives being e
used around here.

I bury 2ll my mffal, and most of them
bury it, but you san eatch men throwing out
boat load after boat load, I think it
should he prohibited. I have found it in
my twine so that it stunk so I could hardly
g0 near f$he net, It is bad for the fish

and it is an unhealthy thing also, They
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claim there has lots of it been done this
last 4 or 5 years,

We are not troubled with sawdust down
here, dbut there is lots of dirt in the wa-

ter coming from the mills ani rivers. It

is slabs, bark and everything. The slabs

do not get down now like they used to. I
do not think there¢ are any tanneries any-
where around here, and mo pulp mill,

The salt works do & good deal of hamm.
The salt works are along the river between
the mouth of the river and Saginaw. Some
of the salt works make as high as 1,000 bar-
rels in 24 hours. It is the waste brine
that they let go into the river. VWhere
they leave it on the ground nothing will
grow, I think that should be stopped.

I used to fish in Saginaw River when we
could cateh whitefish all summer 2 or 3

miles up. I have caught them with the hook
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and line, using bait in the shape of angle
worms and little figh, bdut would catch them
just as quick on 4 dbare hook &8s on a bajited
hook . N

The government dredges the echannel in the
hardor and they dump the stuff right close
to the mouth of the river and it goes right
baek in again. They have to dredge it out
every year, They dump it east of the river.
We used to have 8 or 10 feet of water there,
and now we run aground in 4 or 5 feet. 1
have scen them dumping the stuff and it con-
siets mostdy of sand and clay, end stuff of
all kinds. They are not extending the
wvharves out into the river much, I suppose
they oould dump the stuff where it would not
hurt anything, but they would have to go &
long ways.

The (loesl) rafting doss & good deal of

harm in the bay, At Point Aux Gries it has
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killed all the fighing grounis by rafting
logs out of the rivers, That is all done
away with now, Lest year was the last of
the rafting st the Rifle and this year was
the last year at the Aux (Gries. I 40 not
know as the big rafts whigch they haul across
from Georgian Ray hurt the fisghing much, but
they feteh across lots of dirt. and bark.

It will hurt gill netting worse than trap
nets. All our trap nete suffer from is the
sav logs, —

I think a man should uese nothing smaller
than 5 inch leads. It does not make any
difference about the pots. A 4 ineh mesh |
should be small enocugh for ths hearts. I“ Ry
would proteet them by throwing out the small
figh, and if they would all 4o that they
would help themselves, A man would regu-
lagte his nets if he was obliged to throw away

PrS—

the young fish. ffI do not think the fyke
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nets hurt the figh any, /’Xlthtnk a man g

should have nothing smaller than 2 1-2 inch

sides and 2 inch beck in the pots (of pounds),
I 40 not think the heart should be less than
4 inches, in the lake, It 18 2ll right for
thege fellows who fish ineide to have 3 inch
for perch. -

I think they should do something to pro-
teet the little pigkerel, even after ths
winter fishing. I think there are very few
spawn pickerel come here in the spring.
They have come here to get the egpgs and
would not get & can full.

Ve get good herring fishing in November,
as long as we oan fish, The whitefish we
get up in the dbay do not amount to anything.
I would probably get 100 1bs. a day out of
12 or 14 nets, end none of them are ready
to spawn, The herring begin to spawn about

November 20, They have just about begun to

f?ffﬁm«.



spawn ywhen we begin to pull out. There is
not much difference in the time of the
whitefish and herring spawning. I think

the whitefish spawn about November 12 or 15,
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There are not many in this bay who catch
spawning whitefish, not enough to hurt the
fishery. I think there is more hurt where
they capture the little whitefish. They
can throw them out if they are careful. A
man e¢an mah them with scoop nets all
right, I do not think handling them with
& scoop net would kill them, and they are
not obliged to handle them with their hands, -
I think & man should spend the time to
take out the little figh. The (State) Pish
Comnission arrested Benson in Bay City 2 or
3 times last winter for buying the small

fish, and they could arrest these men for

——————

prallimi

catching them also, There is no protoctioﬁ

now for the pieckerel and there should be.
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WJ’ whitefish do not go up very far, but stay
W around the Chariiies and around Tawas.

M*'W Qut of 12 pound nets we would probably get sl
1 W;fj a ton of piakerol and we g¢ould sort out the
little ones very easily. You cateh a man
‘2 or 3 times teking emall pickerel and put

& good big fine on him, and he will soon be

e

careful, If they alter the mesh in the ‘tw* K

y 4
M pounds we would not sateh any herring here,

e s

jW . There are lots of men I know who, if they /&
W‘/:'/,/;. ecould save the fish, would not do it, as
/ they are too darm mean, The little fiash e
W /A/"L har€é our bhig fish market. I would rather
/w/"‘r sell one ton of fish for & cents a 1b, than

to sell 3 or 4 tons for 2 cents & 1bh.

8 I 40 not think there are more figh taken
'M v’ ¥
Zj"u L0+ from Saginew Ray now then there has been.

M They do mot get &s many pickerel. I never
¢
L
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@“*Auﬂ' sew g0 many suckers caurht as this lest sea-
“wa7p son, I think there were more rpickersl in
ﬁ)w,9*”’/ the bsy this year than for severs]l years he-
fors, There is a difference in the sensons.
o
o If we have maech rein it dbrings down the
4irt from the rivers and when the spring is
somparatively dry the water will be elear.

-

, We get our nets from Boston and New York.

LA

“4M,»/“” I buy my twine from Renason, The twine is

MW*‘“ al]l white when we ret it. G1llingham uses
tar that costs him 820, 2 barrel. They
tried 4t thie srring for the first time.
They expeet it will last longer than the

f other. Twine here in the pot will last

14%; about 3 years. In the summer we could rot
2 net in one month and we save money by
pulling out cur twine then, We tar our
nets but onee. It does mot burn our hands,

but the dust that ecomee out of it hurns our

faces, The lesders generally last 4 or 5
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years. Flood, wood, and logs, is what
ruins our twine & good deal. ‘Sur nets be-
gin to rot first ahout 2 or 3 feet from the
gurface and not so much at the surface. At
“the surface it gets washed by the sea ani
keeps cleaner. In the corners it dces not
‘last so long. That is where the fish turn

and rub up asgainst it and get it all slimy.
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